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REACH2 Network 3rd Planning Workshop 

NSF Network of Networks: Research and Education Accelerated by Connections in 

Clean Hydrogen (REACH2) 

August 20–22, 2025*  

*Social activities also on Aug 19 and Aug 23. 

** All times are in Pacific Standard Time  

 

In-person location: University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada  

Fred Kaiser Building, UBC 

2332 Main Mall, Vancouver 

2nd floor, Rm 2020 

 

 

On-line meeting link:  

 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://ubc.zoom.us/j/8249147110?pwd=NTlNOGk4WEJ1d1ZlQW9aL1puUUJSUT09&omn=61307257699 

 

Meeting ID: 824 914 7110 

Passcode: 466023 

 

 

 

 

REACH2/UConn contacts: Jasna Jankovic, REACH2 Lead, University of Connecticut 

jasna.jankovic@uconn.edu; Text/Viber/WhatsApp: +1-860-617-8798 ; Terry Barber-Tournaud, REACH2 

coordinator, terry.barber-tournaud@uconn.edu; Mobile: +1-860-336-7885. 

  

 

UBC contact: Kyra Laverdiere, Senior Manager, Research Partnerships,  

Faculty of Applied Science | UBC 

Emal: kyra.laverdiere@ubc.ca; Mobile: 604-315-2166  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fubc.zoom.us%2Fj%2F8249147110%3Fpwd%3DNTlNOGk4WEJ1d1ZlQW9aL1puUUJSUT09%26omn%3D61307257699&data=05%7C02%7Cjasna.jankovic%40uconn.edu%7C7aa5adab0cb24e941f2408ddd52925e6%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C638901094891700058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ub4BpjbUwLShNfxL%2FbbDc6MRRiX6vkNqO%2FoJdj1xHCo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jasna.jankovic@uconn.edu
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TUESDAY ǀ AUGUST 19, 2025 

SOCIAL EVENT: STROLL THROUGH UBC NEIGHBORHOODS 

19:00 – 21:00 (rain or shine): We will meet in front of the hotel at 19:00: Gage Apartments, 5959 Student Union Blvd., 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1. We will walk through the beautiful campus of UBC and its neighborhoods, rose garden and parks, 

ending the evening in various cafés on Westbrook Village (https://visit.ubc.ca/eat-drink-and-stay/restaurants/food-

courts/wesbrook-village-food-court/). You can join us whenever you arrive (just text Jasna on text/WhatsApp or Viber at 860-

617-8798) to locate us. See the map at the back for more information.  

WEDNESDAY ǀ AUGUST 20, 2025  

GLOBAL H2 INDUSTRY IN TRANSITION TIMES: TRENDS AND CHALLENGES   

08:00 – 08:30  am Arrival and Registration Location: 2332 Main Mall, 2nd floor, Rm 2020 (see map) 
    

08:30 – 9:30 am 

Opening Remarks and Intro of Hosts:  

REACH2, UBC, NRC, and UConn (15 

min each)  

Welcome: Jasna Jankovic, REACH2 Lead, UConn 

Intro to UBC: Gail Murphy, Vice President, Research & 

Innovation 

Intro to NRC: Shaohong Wu, Director, Research and 

Development 

Intro to UConn: Radenka Maric, President of UConn 

Intro to REACH2: Jasna Jankovic, UConn 
    

9:30 – 10:30 am Plenary Talks: (30 min each) 

Global H2 Industry in Transition Times: 

Trends and Challenges - US, Canada, 

Europe, Asia, Africa  

Talk #1 - Canada: H2 Historical Perspectives, David 

Wilkinson, UBC  

Talk #2 - US: Sunita Satyapal, H2 Leader/Former DOE 
  

    

10:30 – 11:00 am Coffee Break All 
    

11:00 – 13:00 am/pm Plenary Talks: (30 min each) 

Global H2 Industry in Transition Times: 

Trends and Challenges: US, Canada, 

Europe, Asia, Africa  

Talk #3 - Canada: Bruno Pollet, Canadian H2 Assoc.    

Talk #4 - Europe: Christopher Hebling, Fraunhofer ISE 

Talk #5 - Asia: Daishu Hara, NEDO, Japan 

Talk#6 - Africa: Darija Susac, HySa Catalysis 
    

13:00 – 14:00  pm Lunch Break/Poster Session  All 
    

14:00 – 15:20 pm Industry Talks (20 min each) Talk #1 - Matej Bulic, Heraeus (virtual) 

Talk #2 - Sebastian Praß, Fraunhofer ISE 

Talk #3 - Rob Artibise, Unilia 

Talk #4 - Jose Rubio, AVL 
    

15:20 – 15:40  pm Coffee Break All 
    

15:40 – 17:00 pm Industry Talks (20 min each) Talk #1 - Benjamin Britton, Ionomr Innovations 

Talk #2 - Ken Shi, National Research Council 

Talk #3 - Michael Procter, Cellcentric 

Talk #4 - Dustin Banham, Guangdong TaiJi (virtual) 
    

17:00 – 18:00 pm Visit UBC and Ionomr Facilities All 
    

18:00 – on pm Dinner/Social/Student Pitches/Job Fair  Location: Browns Crafthouse UBC, 6111 University 

Blvd #101, Vancouver, BC V6T 0C7 (see map) 

 

DAY 1 TOPICS TO DISCUSS: Global H2 Industry in Transitional Times: Current efforts and challenges; Industry needs – tools, HQP, 

training, education … ; How can REACH2 be useful for industry; Job fair.  

https://visit.ubc.ca/eat-drink-and-stay/restaurants/food-courts/wesbrook-village-food-court/
https://visit.ubc.ca/eat-drink-and-stay/restaurants/food-courts/wesbrook-village-food-court/
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THURSDAY ǀ AUGUST 21, 2025 

CROSS-CUTTING TOOLS FOR ENERGY TRANSITION TECHNOLOGIES  

08:00 – 08:30 am Arrival   Location: 2332 Main Mall, 2nd floor, Rm 2020 
    

08:30 – 09:00 am Plenary Talk: High-throughput 

Experiments, Computation and Data-

driven Methods in Material Genome 

Initiative (MGI) (30 min) 

John Schlueter, Program Director (virtual) 

Designing Materials to Revolutionize and Engineer 

our Future (DMREF) 

National Science Foundation 
    

09:00 – 10:00  am Cross-cutting Methods and Tools:  

High-throughput Electrochemical 

Characterization (20 min each) 

Talk #1 - Economical Methods for Characterization of 

CCM and GDEs – Arman Bonakdarpour, UBC  

Talk #2 - On-line ICPMS, Joanna Przybysz (Cherevko 

team), FZJ 

Talk #3 - Fuel Cells as Sensors, Harry Hoster, 

University Duisburg-Essen 
    

10:00 – 10:30  am Coffee Break  All 
    

10:30 – 12:10  am/pm Cross-cutting Methods and Tools:  

High-throughput Microstructural 

Characterization (20 min each) 

Talk #1 - Multi-scale Characterization by X-ray CT, 

Nitish Kumar (Kjeang team), Simon Fraser University 

Talk #2 - Neutron Imaging for Water Electrolysis, 
Lijun Zhu (Bazylak team), U of Toronto   

Talk #3 - Advancements in Surface and Interface 

Analysis Using TOF-SIMS and Multitechnique 

Correlations via PCA, Svitlana Pylypenko, Mines 

Talk #4 - Combined XRF and XRD for catalyst loading 

assessment in MEAs, Iryna Zenyuk, UC Irvine 

Talk #5 - Hydrogen Valorization and Material 

Recovery Research at UBC-Okanagan, Joshua 

Brinkerhoff, UBC Okanagan 
    

12:10 – 13:10 pm Lunch Break/Poster Session All 
    

13:10 – 14:30 pm Cross-cutting Methods and Tools: 

Data and Computational Tools in Concert 

with Experiment and Theory, Modeling, 

AI, ML, Automation (20 min each) 

Talk #1 - Physical Modeling and Simulation (HPC), 

Michael Eikerling, FZJ (TBC)   

Talk #2 - UTILE AI/ML Tools for the Future - Andre 

Colliard (Malek, Eikerling team), FZJ 

Talk #3 - AI-assisted Analysis and Quantification of 

Electrode Parameters - Mariah Batool, Sara Pedram 

and Oluwafemi Sanumi (Jankovic team), UConn 

Talk #4 - Creating Shared Data Space, Kourosh 

Malek, FZJ   
    

14:30 – 15:00 pm Coffee on the Go – Shuttle to NRC Shuttle pick up at 15:00 at parking lot on Agronomy 

Rd, between East Mall and West Mall (see map) 
    

15:00 – 17:00 pm NRC Visit  All 
    

19:00 – on  pm Dinner – self organized  Self-organized 

 

DAY 2 TOPICS TO DISCUSS: Cross-cutting Tools for Energy Transition Technologies: Closed loop high-throughput approaches; 

Advanced characterization; AI, ML, digital twins. 
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FRIDAY ǀ AUGUST 22, 2025 

TRAINING AND EDUCATION FOR ENERGY TRANSITION TECHNOLOGIES    

08:15 – 08:45  am Arrival   
    

08:45 – 08:50 am Early Career Researchers (ECR) Chapter Intro REACH2 ECR Chapter 
    

08:50 – 10:30 am Introduction to Educational/Training Models (20 

min each) 

Moderated by ECRs 

Opening: Ioulia Valla, REACH2 Education 

Lead, UConn 

Naoko Ellis, UBC 

Dave Bruce, U of Ottawa 

Janne Pakarinen/Sawako Nakamae, EU-

MACE 

Andre Colliard (FZJ), Mariah Batool 

(UConn) and Oluwafemi Sanumi (UConn): 

Webinars/trainings in Shared Data Space – 

Case Studies 
    

10:30 – 11:00 am Coffee Break  
    

11:00 – 12:30 am/pm Interactive Sessions: Needs of Industry in Training 

and Education of Next Generations/Training Models 

Moderated by ECRs  

    

12:30 – 13:15 pm Lunch Break/Poster Session  
    

13:15 – 14:30 pm Coffee on the go – Travel to Ballard/Unilia 

Shuttle pick up at 13:30 at parking lot on 

Agronomy Rd, between East Mall and West 

Mall (see map) 
    

14:30 – 17:00 pm Visit to Ballard/Unilia (~up to 45 min each, with 15 

min transition time) 

Shuttle pick up at 17:00 at 9000 Glenlyon 

Parkway, Burnaby  
    

17:30 – on  pm Dinner– self organized Self-organized 

 

DAY 3 TOPICS TO DISCUSS: Training and Education for Energy Transition Technologies; Needs of industry; New topics (AI, ML, data 

science, quantum, …); Models of shared training (winter/summer schools, shared courses, on-line courses) … 

 

SATURDAY ǀ AUGUST 23, 2025 

SOCIAL: PICNIC AT THE BEACH @ 11:00 AM: KITSILANO BEACH, MEET AT THE BOATHOUSE RESTAURANT, 1305 ARBUTUS ST, 

VANCOUVER, BC V6J 5N2  

Buses (004, 044 or 084) leave from the UBC Exchange Bay. See map for more info. (In case of rain, there are plenty of cafés and 

restaurants where we can sit and enjoy our time) 
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Aug 23 Beach Social 

 


